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AND, AS USUAL, 
THE OTHER SCHOOL 
WILL ONLY BE 
BRINGING GIRLS, 
SINCE WE DON'T 
HAVE ENOUGH 
B0YS TO 00 
ANYTHING. 





TODAY 1S 
; THE PRACTICE 
| MEET BETWEEN 
MUROE HIGH 
AND SE/ME/ 





PRACTICING 
|| TOGETHER 
|| BEFORE we 








PEOPLE 
FROM 


MEET AT 
THE TRAIN 
STATION 
BEFORE 
THEY COME 
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I’m 
quitting 
the kendo 


TN en 


\\h 
A\\ WO (NAN 


VW 
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IT's 
TOO BAD 
THAT, LIKE, 
HALF OF OUR 
PERSUASION 
WAS JUST 





TRAIGHT-UP || 


THREATS. 





















































I'M FROM SEIMEI 
UNFORTU- I j ' NY HIGH SCHOOL's 


? SCHOOLS TODAY, 
ISN'T THERE? 
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MEMBERS AS IT 
IS! YOU'RE ONLY 
CAUSING TROUBLE 
FOR EVERYONE 


BOYFRIEND 
AND GIRL- 
FRIEND. 


‘SPR: ZUBARI (STRAIGHTEN) 














ALWAYS 
WALKING 
TOGETHER 


THEY'RE SO 
LOVEY-DOVEY. 
I'M JEALOUS. 








PLAYERS 
ARRIVED ON 
THE STAGE. 
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\ Kf N | 
TADAAKI | 
HAYASHI / 
SEIMEI HIGH | 
KENDO CLUB he 
SUPERVISOR 
__ / 
] ] | 7 


TORAJI ISHIDA 
MUROE HIGH 


HH 
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THE REST OF THE 
SEIMEI HIGH GIRLS’ 
KENDO CLUB 





“ MIYAKO 
MIYAZAK 


| KUWAHARA 
\ MUROE HIGH MUROE HIGH a 
KENDO CLUB | KENDO CLUB 
FIRST-YEAR . SECOND-YEAR 
KN 
| oO 
SS | 


REIMI OD 
SEIME! HIGH 
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
FIRST-YEAR 


KENDO CLUB 
CAPTAIN, 
SECOND-YEAR 






































HER WHILE 
WE'RE AT 


SATORI AZUMA 
MUROE HIGH 
GOING-HOME CLUB 
FIRST-YEAR 


TRUST ME, 
YOU'LL FEEL 
BETTER ONCE 

YOU'RE IN 
YOUR KENDO 

CLOTHES!! 








YUJI NAKATA 
MUROE HIGH 
KENDO CLUB 

FIRST-YEAR 





DANJUUROU 
I'LL BE 


EIGA 
MUROE HIGH "SUDGING 
WITH YUJI 


KENDO CLUB 
FIRST-YEAR TODAY! 


PRACTICE OF 
THE MUROE 
AND SE/ME/ 
HIGH KENDO 


ISHIDA, 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE! 


MEET TODAY, 
HAYASHI- 
SENSEI! 
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Tr] IT’S MOSTLY 

MY FAULT FOR / | 
\ BEING LIGHT- = | 
} HEARTED 
: MYSELF! 


«BUT IM 
EVEN MORE 
SCARED AT 
WHAT HAYASHI- 
SENSE! WILL \ WILL YELL 
DO IF I LOSE... AT you! 


TOO,\ONCE — 

f L WAY \\\ THIS PRACTICE 
T\ONLY\ \ MEETS OVER. 
JOINED, \\\ a 
THIS, CLUB, 
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NICE TO 
MEET 

















(THE GUYS AREN'T 
DOING ANYTHING.) 














AND 
START! 





INTEGRATED 
ee 
1S USEFUL 






ir 








WHEN THIS 
PRACTICE MEET 
1S OVER... 


wD tl QUIT 
THE TEAM. 


A*3 
I'VE HAD 
Pe ee OF 
“SPORTS. 
NO MORE, 


a 


BAKING A COOKING WHAT OTHER 
COOKIES, ((MWWYNYA = Chu WOLILD CLUBS DOES 
\) Sailer \f BE NICE. OUR SCHOOL 


MAKING J 
PUDDING. \ N\ HAVE, AGAIN? 


7X SG uy 


MOST FOOD TL || 4 GREAT BIG 
CAN'T REALLY 
EAT ALOT OF, || CHOCOLATE 
d CAKE! 
BUT MY CAKE + 
STOMACH IS 
LIMITLESS! 





























CONVERSATION 
WITH A GIRL 


SHE JUST 
MET 


uP JUST 
SLIGHTLY, 
AND HIT MY 








THE KOTE /S 
THE MOST 
PAINFUL 
THING THAT 
HAPPENS IN |\\ 
KENDO, 


WERE TRYING 
TO DRIVE YOUR 
STRIKE WITH 
YOUR FINGERS, 
$0 YOU ENDED 
UP LEANING 
FORWARD TOO 








ARMOR: MUROE HIGH - CHIBA 








fi YOU DON’T 
<i INTEND To 


OF 





IN) b/ 
LRA fb 


AN 











BUT THERE 
ARE ALSO 
GOALS FOR 


ANY SCHOOL- |. 


RELATED 
ACTIVITY. 





ISHIDA- 
SENSEI. 


USING THE 
TENETS OF 
THE SWORD 
TO MOLD 
ONE'S 
CHARAC- 
TER IS THE 
PRIMARY 
PURPOSE 
OF KENDO. 


IN OFFICIAL 
MEETS AND 
TOURNEYS, 





BECAUSE 
I HAD BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL 
ELSEWHERE, I 
WAS HIRED TO 
STRAIGHTEN 
OUT THE 
TEAM. 


HA-HA-HA, 
KIDS THESE 
DAYS! NO 
BACKBONE, 


BECAUSE 
OF IT, THEY 
KEEP 
QUITTING 
THE TEAM. 


UNTIL LAST 
YEAR, OUR 
SCHOOL'S KENDO 
TEAM WAS SUCH 
IN NAME ONLY. IT 
WAS A TEAM OF 
LOAF-ABOUTS AND 
GOOF-OFFS. 


I BET THOSE 
LAZY STUDENTS 
GOT A BIG 
SURPRISE 
WHEN YOu 
SHOWED UP! 


SOMETIMES 
I WONDER IF 
IT'S REALLY 
FOR THE 
BEST OR 
NOT... 
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HIT SOME- < 
THING! 





WHAT CAN 
I SAY? T'M | 
60 LAID 
BACK, I END | 
UP LETTING 


ENJOYING 
THEM- 
SELVES. 


IT'S TRUE 
] THAT WHEN 
PAINFUL — | I WAS IN 
BUT FUN | SCHOOL, 
TOO— AND \ MY CLUB 
I IMPROVED ACTIVITY WAS 
IN MANY | \ MUCH, MUCH 

















\ KIDS 
\ IF THEY IF THEY DIDN'T | THESE DAYS 
Bur it’s [SX WANT TO WANT TO WORK ARE WEAK 
EXPENSIVE. QUIT, THEN HARD, THEY 


COMPARED 
LET THEM, SHOULDN'T TO BEFORE! 
HAVE STARTED THEY'VE GOT 

KENDO IN THE /. 

FIRST PLACE! 





NO vousT / 
MY FATHER 
WANTED TO 
MAKE ME 
STRONGER. 


I SWORE 
TO MYSELF 


I WAS 
FORCED 
TO START 
KENDO 
BY MY 
FATHER. 


~\| WAS YOUNG, 


FATHER 
THE HARDER FATHER, 


BEGINNING, 
TOGETHER NG, 


I DIDN'T 
EVEN 
WANT 
TO DO 








EQUIPMENT 
E SHINAI 
EDO 





ESPE- 
CIALLY 
BECAUSE 
WE WERE 
POOR. 


NUMBERS 
SEEMED 
ASTRO- 

NOMICAL. 
































I ged : 
TO MAKI ===> SS 
SURE THOSE == : = af BEGAN” 
EXPENSIVE = | TAKING 
THINGS WENT KENDO 
=| SERIOUSLY. 











































































































I'M SURE 
Rgtetdad : YOUR FATHER 
}/ {UNTIL LATER PA MUST HAVE 


P 
“pblrpegl BEEN HAPPY. 
LEARNED... 


‘SIGN: VICTORY 





THOUGHTS 
OF 
QUITTING. 


I JUST REALIZED 
THAT MY BODY 
FELT AS THOUGH 
PRACTICING KENDO 
WAS A PERFECTLY 
NORMAL THING 


«BY THE 
TIME I 
LEARNED 
THAT... 


GOTTEN IT 
FOR FREE 
FROM A 
RELATIVE 
WHO HAD 
GIVEN UP 
ON KENDO 
WITHIN A 


«THAT THE 
EQUIPMENT 
I THOUGHT 
MY FATHER 
HAD BOUGHT 
FOR ME WAS 
IN FACT A 
HAND-ME- 
DOWN. 





WHY 0/0 I 
START KENDO, 
ANYWAY...? 


EXPENSIVE 
SETS THEIR 


PARENTS 
PAID FOR. 





»» WHAT WAS 
THE DEAL 
WITH ME...? 


I WONDER 
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO THEIR 
EQUIPMENT... 


HOPEFULLY 
THEY HAVE 
SIBLINGS OR 
COUSINS THEY 
CAN PASS THE 
EQUIPMENT TO, 
i, AS IT WAS IN 
\ MY CASE... 














TAMAKI 
KAWAZOE. 











An Sa 

















COME ON, 
FIRST-YEARS!! 
I DON'T WANT 
70 SEE YOU 
WALKING!!! 








BEING ON 


HELL WHEN I 
WAS IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 

















THE 
UPPERCLASSMEN'S 
IDEA OF DISCIPLINE 

WAS ESSENTIALLY 
HAZING. 


THE NEW 


AROUND THE 
FIELD IN OUR 
BOGU IN 
SWAMPY 
MIDSUMMER 
HEAT. 
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I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO GET 
TOUGHER ON 
THEM SOON. 


OUR TEAM 
HAS FOUND 
A GOAL OF 
ITS OWN 
RECENTLY. 


i 7 


SFX: PAAN BASHII CTHWAP WHACK) 


RATHER RARE 
SITUATION FOR A 
KENDO TEAM, SO 
I CAN'T REALLY 

BE TOO HARD 

ON THEM. 





BUT THE 
MAJORITY 
OF THE 
TEAM ARE 
GIRLS. 
THERE ARE 


4 ONLY TWO 


Guys. 


@. 


~\ *% 
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te ee wie YT 7, i "Z 
; 7 : @ iv r A a 
ah gael \ 


I THINK OF 
I CAN'T BE MYSELF AS 
A TEACHER... 7, SORT OF AKID, 
AT peer, y NOT MUCH 
NOT Y DIFFERENT 
CONFIDENCE. ; FROM THEM. 
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FOR NOW. 


I gust 
STAND BY AND l@ 
WATCH THEM 


THE MUROE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
KENDO TEAM. 


THEY ENJOY 
LEARNING 
WITH HER. 





HEH-HEH- 
HEH! YOU'RE 
SPEAKING OF 
OUR TEAM'S 





MEI-CHAN! 
SWITCH WITH 
ME, SWITCH! 








We 





é 25, 
WA, BL Fea 
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KNOW WHEN ( ra LIKE THIS!? 
TO STOP... A 


|| AAAAAD ARGH! 


Bina, f > : : Zz 
SF aco) l 4 = 3 ; 














EVERYONE 
SOME EQUAL 
SPARRING!* 








i | AS 
=f 4'\\|| everyone 
y= ELSE WAS 
cence TRANSEIXED 
\ BY 


THE 
SIGHT OF 


























++ REIM/ WAS 
EQUALLY 

TRANSFIXED 

IN A WORLD 


OF HER 





-| yOu AND GOT 4 a 

| ABSOLUTELY ; : ()\ | AOT-SHOT AND 

|| THWOMPED. A | TARGET OF MY 
: AFFECTIONS... 
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T a 
AGAINST. I WANTA KAWAZOE... 
fou 7 
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OUTSIDE, 


THE RAIN 
FINALLY 
ABATED... 
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I'M BETTER 


\\ \\y 


INN 





Vhh 


| 
ih 























+o /F TAMAK/ 
HAD WANTED 
70, SHE 


COULD HAVE 
OBLITERATED 


| AZUMA /N AN 


INSTANT. 














THAT WAS |} 
I NEVER SO FAST... 
EVEN SAW /T Ke 
COMING... 






































«AND HAD 
THE IDEA TO 
INSTILL ME 
WITH THE 
LESSONS OF 
KENDO, 


HE THOUGHT 
THAT BY GIVING 
ME DISCIPLINE, 
/T MIGHT HELP 


SINESS... 
















«I CAN BEA 
&IT COOLER 








ee AZUMA'S 
\\ | GREAT-GRANDPA 
\| ss sre ative 
STROLLING 


THROUGH THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 
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NEXT comes ‘ 
THE MATCH! 
CHECK YOUR 









en GHAZTIERY: 
GIRUSVANID BOYS) 





< /| THERE Is 


ih OF 
\, TEAM WHO 
V/) WISHES 
Wa 








BEN 
SOMEONE KAWALDE-j}/ 
useur "SAN! 


“s AS TAISHO => i 

B RGAINSTS SW 
HER. 4 
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you 
SHOULD'VE 











WELL, IF I HAD 
TO COME UP WITH A 
PROPER ORDER, I'D 
GO WITH AZUMA-CHAN 
AS SENPO, MIYA-MIYA AS 
JIHO, ME AS CHUKEN, 
KIRINO AS FUKUSHO, 
AND TAMA-CHAN AS 
TAISHO. HOW ABOUT 
THAT? 
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TRUE, 
PERHAPS 
CHILDREN 

ARE WEAKER 


AND LAZIER 

THAN THEY 

WERE IN THE 
PAST!! 


PERHAPS 
THEY'VE 


LOST 
THEIR 


vee THAT 
DOESN'T 

) MEAN YOU 
SHOULD 
CHANGE, 


AND I | I | HAYASHI- 
CANNOT. i 7 A SENSEI! 








EVEN IF CONTINUE TO 
/ + BECAUSE THE NEW BE AS STRICT 
I KNOW ONES ONLY AS I HAVE 


LAST FOR EVER BEEN, 

A SINGLE EVEN IF IT 
MEANS LOSING 

MEMBERS. 


WEEK WILL 


HAVE HELPED 


| THAT SINGLE 





M7 


SO! 
Bey X Cc OOLLL 


+1 SOMETIMES 
IT IS NICE 


OFF LINES act 


ensoyinc /\\\}///) AS LIKE THAT 
ITSELF. 50M 


ANN wy 


ACTUALLY, 


| SEE THAT 
|HAYASHI- 


YOU DON'T 





COULON:T- 
dN GIVEHIM 
—~ _ A'RROPER 
/ANSWER. 


+ BECAUSE 
OF MY OWN 
STUPID, 
PERSONAL 
REASONS... 


ONE'S: 
ENJOYING Tay’ 
THEM-=4N\ | | | 
SELVESLIR—\\ | 
SSS 


ie 


S 


CTwirty) 


OS oct 


ACTUALLY 
TRYING TO 
REACH THE 
NATIONAL 
MEET... 





FINDS HERSELF 
UNABLE TO 
ESCAPE THE 

GRAVITATIONAL 

PULL OF THE 

KENDO WORLD. 

RIGHT? 


DESPITE 
HER INITIAL 
RELUCTANCE, 
SHE SOON 
REMEMBERS 


HOW MUCH 
SHE ENJOYS 
IT... 








SS 


\ 
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INDIVIDUAL 
MATCH OF 
THE DAY. 





ENOUGH... 





sO 
STUNNING, 
YOU GAVE 
ME A VERY 
INTERESTING // 
IDEA... 


SUCCEEDED 
IN MOVING 
THE HEARTS 
OF MANY 
PEOPLE... 


IT WAS AN 
UTTERLY 
MUNDANE 


| PRACTICE 


MEET... 


YOU WERE 
ABSOLUTELY 
STUNNING, 
MIYAKO- 
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MIND NOT TO 
PARTICIPATE 
IN ANY CLUBS 
IN HIGH 


SCHOOL! 


BOTHER! I 
STILL HAVE 














TRYING TO 
BEAT THIS 






























































IT'S OUR 
TURN TO 
CLEAN THE 
CLASSROOM 
TODAY, 


BER? 
b 
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GOT SOME 
‘ BUSINESS TO 
3) TAKE CARE 
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+ YOU'RE 























SEE WHAT 
I'M SAYING? 









































» OBSERVE 
THE 


COLLECTION 
OF GREAT 


MINDS IN THIS <3 


KENDO CLUB, 

LED BY NONE 

OTHER THAN 
MY Boy- 
FRIEND. 


THEY'RE AL 
GENIUSES! 


STUDYING 
AS WELL. 


AND WOLILDN'T 
YOU SAY YOUR 
GRADES HAVE 
GONE DOWN 
SINCE YOU 
STARTED HIGH 


TRATION OF 
ITS PRACTI- 
TIONERS. 





|| WHAT A TASTY 


BONUS!! T 
NEVER EVEN 
CONSIDERED 


.-RATHER THAN 
USING YOUR 
CLUB TIME FOR 
STUDYING TO 
WRING AN EXTRA 
POINT OR TWO 
OUT OF YOUR 


1TO ATTRACT 


a 
ag} 
PITT) 

THEA ( 


AND OF 
COURSE IF 
YOU JOIN 
THE CLUB, 
ALL THOSE 
GENIUSES 

WILL BE 
EAGER TO 
HELP YOu 


0G0COGOGOGO. GO} eas 


( ARRRRUNBLE) 


aps BESIDES... 


WANA I) 4 
oy y 


) USING YOUR 
f TALENT IN 
Y () KENDO... 


V5 OK 
qs} 
WK 7 
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yp 


+I HAVE ff 
NO CHOICE 
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KENDO CLUB 
NTRANCE FORM _ 


s\TORI 


es 
KS 








/S JOINING 
AFTER ALL. 





; Tigi 
Vee PULTE 


eae hit LL 
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STOP IT, 
SENSEI! 
STOP 
SQUISHING 


LIKENESS, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK? 


WELL, I 
(/) THINK IT's 


AWFUL, 
SENPAI! TO 
ACTUALLY 
STRIKE A 
DUMMY OF 

MY DEAR 

‘\, DAN-KUN! 


THE BIG 

MEET IS AY 
COMING UP 
THIS NEXT 
SATURDAY! 























THEY'LL HAVE 
NO CHOICE 
BUT TO BACK 
OFF ON THAT 
MORONIC 


THREAT TO 
MY CAREER!! 


THEY 
CAN'T FIRE 
THE HERO 
COACH WHO 
BROUGHT 
THEM SLCH 

GLORY!! 








AND IF I GET 
THIS TEAM INTO 
THE NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP... 
IF I CAN PROVE 
MY WORTH TO 
THE SCHOOL... 





AND 
THAT ALL 
STARTS 
WITH YOUR 
BRILLIANT 
FIRST- 
PLACE 
FINISH IN 
INDIVIDUAL 


BUT STILL, 
HIGH SCHOOL 
KENDO IS ALL 

ABOUT THE 

TEAM COMPETI- 
TION!! AFTER 
ALL, IF THERE'S 

ONE THING 
THAT POINTS 

TO STRONG 

LEADERSHIP, IT’S 
REACHING THE 
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Sx cs 
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Neath 
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sel MY 
GRADES KEEP 
DROPPING, 
I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO QUIT 
FOR GOOD. 


TROUBLE FOR 
ANY SCHOOL | 
THAT COMES 
UP AGAINST 


GOT OUR 
SQUAD 
OF FIVE 
TOGETHER 





WE'LL JUST 
HAVE TO 
MAKE DO 

IN THE 
INDIVIDUAL 
MATCHES. 


IT WILL 
SYMBOLIZE 
YOUR DESIRE 
TO SURPASS 
ME, YOUR 
MENTOR!! 


AS 
USUAL, 
THE BOYS 
ARE BEING 
TOTALLY 
IGNORED. 
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Sree 





SEIME! HIGH 
SCHOOL 


QUESTION, 
ODAIIMA. 





BUILDING: SEI 


BECAUSE 
THERE'S = 
ABSOLUTELY . 
NO POINT [ASS ANY \ 
TO TAKING f / ua\S 
( 
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Pictures 
\ J) DAY TO TAKE 
PICTURES... 

RY 
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\\ po you |r 






























































THIS 
LETTER, 
JUST 
DROPPED 
INTO THE 
MAILBOX... 


«BUT THAT 
/S A STORY 
YET TO BE 
TOLD. 


POOR 
KOJIRO'S 
oe THE ’ LIFE WOULD 
INTER-HIGH Ls BE GRAVELY 
( . AFFECTED BY 
THE WHIMS 
OF BOTH 
MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER. 
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CHAPTER 47 
KIRINO ANID 
HER MOTHER 


Two 
DAYS LEFT 
UNTIL THE 

INTER-HIGH 
PREL/IMS FOR 


PREFECTURE... 





KIRINO'S | _2 
SKIPPING 

PRACTICE 
AGAIN? 











WO) 


SOMETHING 
WRONG... 


AND SHE 
WAS STILL 

WEARING 
HER KENDO | 

OUTFIT. 


SHE'S KNOWN 
KIRINO-SENPAI 
LONGER THAN 
ANYONE ELSE. 


SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
NORMAL... 








we AND THEN 4 Z SHE'D —KIRINO'’S 
COLLAPS| - 


iE 

ONTO THE 

FLOOR AT 
HOME. 











¢} WELCOME! 
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HUH? 


WHATEVER. 
CAN I HAVE 
| (| A CUTLET? 











«WHY 
WOULD KIRINO- 
SENPAI BE AT 
nee a 6 


RATHER THAN 
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} 1 RN pe! 
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HATS THE 


IGP 
H DON'T 
U SHOULD 


Can 95 YOu TE] 
i Saal 
I» 

















YOU ON! 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THAT! 
I JUST WANT 


slT WAS 

ONE DAY 
UNTIL THE 
PRELIMS, 








THE STORE 
BECAUSE 
YOUR MOM 
GOT SICK? 
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> FOWWY! I 
K  WAF TOO ve TE 
BIFFY TO Ba, OP 7p lo "' YOU WERE ABOLIT IT! 
CHECK! VIE 1, COMPLETELY 
E LZ S e IGNORING 
ALL OUR 
MESSAGES! 


LOOK WHAT 


I'VE BEEN 
REDUCED 
TO! RUNNING 





HEY! 
CAPTAIN 
KIRINO'S 


HERE, 
EIGA-KUN! 





















IF SHE WASN'T 
AROUND FOR THE 
CLUB, WE'D BE 
DEVASTATED. 


ALL'S WELL 
THAT END’S WELL... 
THIS 1S A CRUCIAL 
PERIOD FOR US. 


» EVERYONE 
RELIES ON. 














DON'T BE 
SLOPPY JUST 
BECAUSE IT’S 
THE REGIONAL 

TOURNEY! 
IF WE LOSE, 


WE'RE OUT! 


IT'S ALWAYS 
BEEN REALLY 
BUSY THERE. 








BUT THAT 
DIDN'T STOP 
HER FROM 
STAYING OUT 
ALL NIGHT AT 
A BOY BAND 
CONCERT... 


KIRINOOO! 
yOu SPAR 


WiTa TAMA- 
“CHAN. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addresssing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the fail- 
safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower than 
that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used in 
reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

-senpai: A suffix used in addressing one’s upperclassmen. 

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 


Page 20 

Going-home club: Because extracurricular clubs in Japan meet up after school, those students who 
don’t belong to a club would be going home at the time the rest are engaging in their club activities, 
thus spawning the nickname “going-home club” for any student not affiliated with any club. 


Page 43 

Eanipmaith The “status screen” shown in the background here is a parody of role playing games 
(RPGs), particularly the Dragon Quest series, in which an “E” is placed in front of items that are 
currently equipped on the character. Most of these pieces of kendo equipment have been defined 
and covered in previous volumes, but for reference’s sake, here they are again: 


Shinai — the titular “bamboo blade” 

Do ~ breastplate 

Kote — gauntlets 

Men — helmet 

Tare — hanging waist protectors 

Hakama ~ traditional underclothing tied around the waist 


Page 127 
Satori: Though Satori’s name is spelled with different characters, the word “satori” itself can mean 
“comprehension” or “enlightenment” in the Buddhist sense. 


Page 213 

North Prefecture Prelims: Rather than states or counties, Japan is divided into prefectures, of 
which there are forty-seven. The meet being held in these chapters is the “north prefecture” pre- 
liminaries; that is, the local meet covering all the schools in the northern region of the prefecture. 
By passing to the next round, schools advance to the “prefecture preliminaries” which will cover the 
entire prefecture. 


Page 214 
Pocari: A brand of uncarbonated soft drink, similar to Gatorade. The real name of the drink is 
“Pocari Sweat,” but if you ask me, “Pocari Sweet” sounds tastier. 
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